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From the Transitional Conference Minister 


Grace to you and peace! Several years ago, Marian 
Wright Edelman wrote the book Lanterns: A Memoir 
of Mentors. | love the image of mentors as 
“lanterns,” those who would light the way to new 
insights and understandings. It is a very powerful 
book as she reflects on the impact of particular 
people in her life - from special folks in her 
community growing up, to those who encouraged 
her in college and young adult years as she engaged 
in the Civil Rights Movement. Some of her “lanterns” 
were what some might call “normal folks,” while 
others became well-known like Martin Luther King Jr., William Sloane Coffin, 
Malcolm X, and Robert F. Kennedy. Some were educated in schools, while 
others gained their wisdom from life itself. Her book was a reminder of the 
importance that each person has in being a “lantern” for others - providing 
the encouragement, the challenge, the opportunities, and the insights that 
allow others to move forward and have an impact. 


As we celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. this month, we are reminded of the 
ways in which his preaching, writing, and presence provided that spark that 
made a difference, not just in the lives of individuals, but of the country. We 
too have the opportunity to make a difference. We do not have to be great, 
but we do need to be faithful to our values and our faith. When we stay 
grounded, when we encourage young people and not so young people to 
grow in their own wisdom and courage, we make a difference. To whom 
might you serve as a “lantern?” To whom might you provide the light for 
someone to gain the insights, opportunities, and courage of our faith? 
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Whether you are a pastor, chaplain, church leader, Sunday School teacher 
or one who sits quietly in the pew on Sunday, no matter what your life 
circumstances may be, there are those around you for whom your words 
and actions will be a blessing and will make a difference. 


Jesus is the light of the world! May we reflect his light within our own! 


Blessings! 
Char 


From the Generosity Coordinator 


Just a friendly reminder: the grants application for 
cycle one, 2019 Transforming Churches, 
Transforming Lives (TCTL) will be available on our 
website beginning January 17, 2019. Please review 
the guidelines and instructions as you begin this 
process. The deadline for application is March 7, 
2019. 


The books for your Our Churches Wider Missions 
(OCWM) contributions closed January 11, 2019. If 
your contribution was received after that date, it will 
be credited to your 2019 giving. 


We appreciate all the ways that you continue to support this conference 
and all of its initiatives. Please continue to invite me to your church. It is my 
desire to be in worship and community with every church in this 
conference in 2019. Together we STAND!!! 


Should you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me 
directly. I'm here to help. 


Continued blessings, as we journey, TOGETHER, 
Carrole Moss 


News from the Conference Office 
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Community 


Prayer List 

We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2019. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. (The entire 
2019 prayer list will be available soon.) 


Week of January 21 


Praxis UCC; Americus, Georgia 
Marvin Albright 

Larry Evans 

Michael Malcom 

Linda Smith 


Week of January 28 


e Pilgrim Congregational UCC; Chattanooga, Tennessee 
e Joyce Acree 

e Paul Eknes Tucker 

e JR Finney Il 

e Kirk Lyman Barner 

e Townley McGiffert Jr. 


Churches in Transition: United Church of Huntsville, Huntsville AL; 
Emmanuel, Greenville SC; First Congregational, Birmingham AL; Pilgrimage, 
Marietta GA; First Congregational Christian, Montgomery AL; First 
Congregational, Savannah GA; Peace Church, Clemson SC; Central 
Congregational, Atlanta, GA 
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Winter 2019 Grant Applications Open Thursday 


In July 2009, we launched the 

Transforming Churches - 

Transforming Lives campaign with the 

goal of raising money that would help 

carry the Southeast Conference into a g 

new phase of growth and renewal, 

ee oe dune tae partie ih aa : Transforming Churches + Transforming Lives 
SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE 

the last number of years we have been UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

in the distribution of funds phase of the 

campaign. 


For the Winter 2019 grant cycle we will begin accepting applications on 
January 17, 2019 for grants. This cycle will end March 7, 2019. 


There are a few steps to keep in mind before applying: 


e If you have been awarded a grant in the past, please make sure 
your "Project Evaluation Form" has been completed and 
submitted. This form can be found on our website. This is necessary 
and needed before your application can be considered. 

e Please read and follow the guidelines (these can be found on the 
application form). 

e Adetailed budget should be submitted with the application. This is 
most important. 

e If at all possible, please submit your application before the deadline 
date. That allows for any questions or concerns to be addressed 
prior to the deadline. 


If at any time you have questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out 
to Generosity Coordinator Carrole Moss at cmoss@secucc.org. 


Yearbook Time! 


It’s time again for reporting of Yearbook statistics for the past year. The 
UCC Data Hub is open and ready for your submission. Churches are 
responsible for inputting their information into the Data Hub. The 
deadline for entering data is February 28, 2019. 


Visit our website for instructions about how submit your information. 
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and Directory 


iN 


Mandatory Annual Authorized Minister Review 


It's time once again for the Yearly Information Review for All Authorized 
Ministers in the Southeast Conference. The information review is a way for 
the Commission on Ministry, on behalf of the Southeast Conference, to find 
out what you have been doing this year in your ministry and find out how 
they can support you in the year to come. 


The form will only take a couple of minutes to complete, and it will help the 
Conference make sure we have correct contact information and maintain 
our Covenant with each of the Ministers within the Southeast Conference. 


You can either fill out the form online here or you can download and print 
the form here and mail it to the Southeast Conference, PO Box 1950, 
Decatur GA 30031. 


Please have your Information Review to the Southeast Conference by 


February 28, 2018. If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Heather 
Fosburgh at hfosburgh@secucc.org or 404-719-6572. 


News from the Wider Church 


Fall 2018 UCC Statistical Profile Available 
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The Fall 2018 UCC Statistical Profile is now available from the Center for 
Analytics, Research and Data (CARD) of the UCC in Cleveland. CARD is 

a church-wide resource whose task is to gather, provide, and interpret 
information and trends for the purpose of illuminating the past, realizing 
the present, and envisioning the future of the United Church of Christ in 
the larger context. They collect, analyze, maintain and report data for wider 
church use, including this annual statistical profile based directly from data 
gathered during the annual yearbook reporting from local congregations. 
Learn more on our website. 


Official Call to General Synod 32 


United Church of Christ General Minister and President John C. Dorhauer 
is officially calling all delegates, visitors, and friends of the United Church of 
Christ, to join us in Milwaukee Wisconsin for the 32nd General Synod, June 
21-25, 2019! The 32nd General Synod promises to be an inspiring and 
engaging event in the life of the Church. Our keynote speaker is Dr. 
Matthew Desmond, professor of Sociology at Princeton University and 
Pulitzer Prize winner for the book, “Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the 
American City.” Read more on our website. 


News from Our Local Congregations 


Unity UCC in Montgomery hosts Hartford Visitors 


Unity UCC in Montgomery, Alabama was recently blessed that a delegate of 
visitors from Hartford, Connecticut, led by Rev. Stephen Camp, chose to 
Share in their worship center in Montgomery, Alabama. The group was 
visiting Montgomery to tour the local civil rights historical sites. The 
contingent was made up by Faith Congregational UCC, Immanuel 
Congregational UCC, and The Jewish Federation, all of Hartford. They were 
also joined by Ken Siladi, the UCC conference minister of Connecticut. Read 
more and view photos on our website. 
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Rev. Shannon Michael Pater Relocates to India 
February 1 


As Senior Minister for 10 years at Central Congregational UCC, Rev. Dr. 
Shannon Michael Pater is the third longest tenured pastor of the 135-year- 
old congregation in Atlanta. Shannon Michael has served the Conference as 
Vice Chair and then Chair of the SEC Commission on Ministry, shepherding 
many candidates through the ordination process. He led Central to become 
a major supporter of the SEC capital campaign. Read more on our website. 
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Healthy Boundaries Training for 201¢ 


As most are aware, Healthy Boundary training is now mandatory in the 
United Church of Christ. These workshops are intended to equip ordained, 
commissioned, and licensed clergy, as well as other church leaders and 
Staff, to understand healthy boundaries in ministry relationships. Healthy 
and vital ministries rely on trust and mutual support to create spaces of 
welcome and safety for all. Leaders must understand the role of power and 
vulnerability in order to create and maintain healthy boundaries and to 
choose healthy self-care strategies. 


These workshops are a joint endeavor of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Georgia and the Southeast Conference of the United Church of 
Christ, and fulfill requirements for such a workshop every five years for 
DOC clergy and every three years for UCC clergy to retain ministerial 
standing. 


There will be two workshop options at five different times and locations 
during 2019. The two workshops are: 
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e Healthy Boundaries 101: Fundamentals is a foundational workshop 
in healthy boundaries with an emphasis on power and vulnerability 
and discussions on transference, friendships, dating, and self-care. 

e Healthy Boundaries 201: Beyond Basics and Into the Internet is an 
advanced discussion of healthy boundaries for clergy and church 
leaders, designed for those who have completed Healthy Boundaries 
101, and emphasizing internet and social media boundaries. 


Full details and the calendar of trainings is on our 
website: secucc.org/news-and-events/healthy-boundaries-workshops/. 


Conference Calendar 


Winter Youth Retreat 
January 18, 2019 - January 20, 2019 
Blowing Rock Conference Center 


Members-in-Discernment Retreat 
January 18, 2019 @ 12:00 pm - January 19, 2019 @ 4:00 pm EST 
Atlanta, GA 


Staff Meeting 
January 22 @ 9:00 am - 10:30 am EST 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Annual Meeting Planning Session 
March 12 @ 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm EDT 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Boundary Training 
May 29 @ 1:00 pm - 8:00 pm CDT 
Pleasant Hill Community Church 


Clergy Retreat 
May 30 @ 10:00 am - May 31 @ 12:00 pm CDT 
Pleasant Hill Community Church 


MID Retreat 


May 30 @ 10:00 am - May 31 @ 12:00 pm CDT 
Pleasant Hill Community Church 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=b6afa03b37 Page 9 of 10 


SECUCC Conference Connection: January 15, 2019 2/20/23, 1:12 PM 


SEC UCC Annual Meeting 
May 31 @ 12:00 pm - June 2 @ 12:00 pm EDT 
Pleasant Hill Community Church 


UCC General Synod 
June 21 -June 25 
Milwaukee, WI 
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